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TRANSITIONS . . .
It is with a mixture of  joy and sadness 
that we announce that our consulting 
director, Kate Willis, will be leaving the 
Morrill Homestead for an exciting new 
position as an architectural historian with 

for her, but will miss the organizational 
skills and historical background she 

Kate coordinated an educational outreach 
program for the Newton School, and 
organized a series of  board retreats with 
Anne Peyton which helped focus our fu-

had Kate for as long as we did, and wish 
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What a successful year this has been!  The Friends have much to be proud of:

-

•  We received three generous grants:

-

-
ing Trunk,” a history kit to introduce Morrill to elementary school students, either to ori-
ent them to Morrill’s life and legacy before a visit to the Homestead, or to allow students 

complement current events and programming and to plan a successful Sesquicentennial 

•  Resolutions were read in the Vermont and Nebraska State Legislatures honoring Justin 
-

•  Other successful events included:

In 2011, we will turn our energies toward planning for the Sesquicentennial Celebration, commemorating Morrill’s extraordinary vision for his country in 
-

ence a self-directed tour of  the grounds during hours when the House is not open… restoration of  the greenhouse… and creation of  a traveling exhibit 

  Mary Victor Giersch and Marie Ricketts

Co-Presidents, Friends of  the Morrill Homestead
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Last Spring, the Friends of  the Morrill Homestead 
partnered with Strafford’s Newton Elementary 
School and the Strafford Historical Society to create 
a two-week study period focusing on Justin Morrill 

FMH Treasurer David McWilliams kicked the 
project off  by visiting each grade impersonating 

ask the senator questions; some gems included 

clusters worked with Director Kate Willis to 
create two different coloring books that explore 

Morrill’s life and legacy, such as a horseshoe, a 
slate board, and the USPS stamp featuring Mor-

Paired up and armed with more knowledge of  
Morrill, students spent two days creating images 
to accompany the captions and dates that stood 

Clear skies, splendid fall foliage and an enthusi-
astic crowd helped make AppleFest 2010, held 

Homestead grounds were bustling as 135 adult 
visitors and more than 100 children vigorously 
engaged in a daylong program of  wide-ranging 

Some examples from the K, 1st, 2nd grade cluster are:

-

-
ter are:

-

We hope to use these coloring books for fund-

SENATOR MORRILL 
RETURNS TO THE CLASSROOM

APPLEFEST CAPS A SUCCESSFUL SEASON
As always, cider pressing took center stage; under 
the direction of  FMH volunteers, visitors manned 
the antique cider press, on loan from Paul Kris-
tensen, to press 25 bushels of  apples from Scott 
farm in Dummerston, Vermont -- specialists in 

distinctive Morrill Homestead bottles, was eager-
ly snapped up by purchasers at the merchandise 
tent, where notecards and other items were also 

Volunteer musicians, playing period tunes, pro-
-

sales were so popular, most items were sold out 
-

crow making, sack races, and other games kept 

heirloom apples were available for sampling and 

All in all, AppleFest 2010, a Morrill Homestead 

Strafford, crowned a successful year of  Friends-
-

sion to Senator Morrill’s 200th
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REPORT FROM THE STATE OF VERMONTMASTER GARDENER’S 
REPORT

Making a List

If  you would like to be on it, 

please send your e-mail address to

president@morrillhomestead.org

Though Senator Justin Smith Morrill passed 
away more than 100 years ago, his legacy is still 
alive and well, especially for a group of  college 

Over Labor Day weekend, seven students and 
six adult chaperones from the Uni-
versity of  Nebraska-Lincoln visited 
Strafford, Vermont as part of  their in-
volvement with the Justin Smith Mor-

to follow Morrill’s example by focus-
ing on community service and leader-
ship, all while making the most of  their 
education at a land-grant university, an 
institution made possible as a part of  

For the third year in a row, members 
of  the group toured Morrill’s home-
town and homestead, learning about Morrill’s 

-

They also plotted an area for the future site of  a 
Nebraska garden, which will include native Ne-

While in Strafford, students had the chance to 
get to know the local community, attending social 
functions and a supper at the Stone Soup with 

In keeping with the mission of  Justin Morrill’s 
interest in testing for plant hardiness, Leonard 
Perry, Extension Professor at UVM, has ex-
panded our list of  roses and perennials for the 

In 2009, at Professor Perry’s recommenda-
tion, we planted a dozen heirloom roses - all 
with French names:  Gallica, Bourbon, Alba, 

survived the winter with little additional winter 

In the spring of  this year, Professor Perry 
brought down varieties of  10 different peren-

in Strafford, compared to Burlington’s tem-

you’d recognize:  Achillea Carex Coreopsis, 

are new varieties and colors being tested for 
-

have ideal growing conditions in the Kitchen 
Garden at the Homestead:  perfect, rich, loamy 

Master Gardener and community gardener 
volunteers have been largely responsible for 

In addition to the perennial and rose trials, we 
have planted several varieties of  fruit bushes 

an era of  sustainability, we intend to devote 

And the next big project is to convert a crum-
bling foundation into a working greenhouse, 

Margie Carpenter, Master Gardener

the birth of  Justin Smith Morrill at Strafford, 

longest-serving member of  Congress, he was 
honored by the Vermont Legislature with the 
passage of  a resolution commemorating his 
birthday, and in a surprise twist, the Senator 
was actually present in the State House for the 
public reading of  the resolution!  

At the request of  the Friends of  the Morrill 
Homestead, what would become House Con-
current Resolution 275 was jointly introduced 

be present for the reading (and seated in the 
guests’ chairs at the front of  the chamber, no 

Some of  the Representatives seemed to be 
taken aback at the sight of  an older gentleman 

tailored but clearly out-of-fashion suit who was 

Gallery in the Gardens opened on the grounds 
of  the Morrill Homestead on Friday, July 2nd 

-
tive occasion with 16 artists from around the 

In addition to showing in the Education Cen-
ter, display panels were used in the carriage 
barn for 6 artists, and the horse stalls made for 
a visually interesting space for those showing 

-
trons to stroll around the property and gardens 

This year we kept the exhibit open on the week-
ends through the 17th of  July, taking advantage 

Some visitors toured the house and others just 

public without an admission charge although 
we did accept donations that brought in about 

perhaps with the addition of  sculpture around 
the property and art pieces to be auctioned off  
in the Education Center while the barn spaces 

The Morrill Homestead received a mag-

Strafford donated a Renaissance Revival 
period bedroom set which originally be-

died she donated to the Congregational 

chamber occupied by the late Senator 

the Church decided the furnishings did 

in-law who owned the house where Jus-

the Homestead a collection of  photo-

One of  the photographs is of  a bed-
room with the suite of  furniture donat-

as being the bedroom used by my great aunt, died when I was but a few months old, but 
I used to visit the house with my parents for 
a week or two almost every year when I was 

So there is some confusion as to whether this 
furniture was the actual bedroom suite used by 

the Washington house and then at some point 
-

ered the much larger bedroom set with the high 
headboard that has been in the Homestead for 

the church took the set with the lower head-

important addition to the Justin Morrill State 

John Dumville, 

Vermont Department of  Historic Preservation

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA STUDENTS
MAKE ANNUAL STRAFFORD PILGRIMAGE

Friends of  the Morrill Homestead, the students’ 

When the group wasn’t busy digging up dirt or 
socializing with the locals, they were experiencing 
the surrounding areas, going on a narrated cruise 

than Senator Morrill himself, portrayed by Da-
vid McWilliams, a member of  the Friends of  

concluded his visit to Montpelier by posing for 
photographs with the oil portrait of  the real 
Justin Morrill that hangs in the Pavilion Build-

A similar resolution was introduced in the 
Nebraska legislature, where it was adopted 
on March 23 and signed by the Speaker, co-

Washington, Vermont’s sole Congressman, Pe-
ter Welch, introduced a commemorative reso-

The Herald of  Randolph (Vermont) took note 
of  these goings-on, editorializing in its April 8 
edition that Justin Morrill’s 200th birthday was 

     
Chuck Ashton, FMH Board Member

BIRTHDAY HONORS FOR SENATOR MORRILL

HOMESTEAD HOSTS 
A GALLERY GALA

Vermont State Representative Margaret Chaney escorts 

Senator Morrill (aka. David McWilliams) through the Vermont 

State House this past April.

A mirrored dresser, one of the pieces from Sen. Morrill’s Washington, 

DC home, and recently donated to the Homestead. P
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on Lake Champlain, hiking at Quechee Gorge 

-

-

The Scholars really enjoyed their time in Ver-
mont, and hope to return for many years to 

Would YOU like to help make history come 

the 19th Century born in this village over 200 

of  educational and entertaining events… And 

The Friends of  the Morrill Homestead are 
seeking new volunteers to help stage our pro-

of  your time with your neighbors, on the kinds 
of  exciting projects described in this issue of  
the Morrill Homestead Chronicle! Use your 
talents and imagination to help preserve and 
promote Morrill’s legacy for future genera-
tions! No experience is required; and any time 

For further information on volunteering, sim-
ply complete the reply form enclosed with this 
issue, email  or call 

We look forward to welcoming YOU to the 
team! 

WANTED: 
A FEW GOOD MEN 
(AND WOMEN!)


